Dear Padre,

I hear people talking about finding their vocation.
How do | know what my vocation is?

Our Catholic understanding of vocation is “a call from God

to a particular state in life,” by which is usually meant single,
married, priest, or religious. When you hear people speaking
about finding their vocation, it is possible that this is what they
have in mind. On the other hand, it is also quite possible that
they are referring simply to a particular occupation that they
feel comfortable with and wish to pursue.

The root understanding of vocation is really the understanding of God’s call and our response. Vocation has
not so much to do with what we do but is rather reflective of what we believe about our relationship with God.
Vocation assumes that we believe that God is active in our own unigue history, and is involved in our decision-
making process; that God desires to manifest his will to us; and that God does in fact communicate with us in a
very personal way.

If you are truly open to the will of God in your own life, if you are willing to listen to God’s call and make your
decisions and choices based on this experience, preferably with the guidance of a confessor or spiritual director,
you will discover the true happiness that a real vocation can bring. @

A pilgrim takes time during a World Youth Day event to speak with a
priest about vocations. MICHELLE BAUMAN / CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY
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