Dear Padre,

Why did Jesus always speak in parables?
Why didn’t he give us clearer answers?

Parables are short, relatable stories. Their simple images or
comparisons convey a moral or religious lesson and put us in touch
with the mystery of God and ourselves. Thus, parables confront the
hearer or reader with a radical choice to enter God’s kingdom: “One
must enter the kingdom, that is, become a disciple of Christ, in order
to ‘know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven’ (Matthew 13:11). For
those who stay ‘outside, everything remains enigmatic” (Catechism of
the Catholic Church, 546).

About a third of Jesus’ recorded teachings are in parable form. After the Pharisees rejected Jesus (Matthew
12:14), he immediately changed his straightforward preaching to parables. This fulfilled what was spoken by the
prophet: “l will open my mouth in parables, | will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation [of the
world]” (Matthew 13:35; see Psalm 78:2).

Parables are intended to reveal as much about us as they do about God. As John Shea writes in Stories of God,
“God not only loves to hear our stories, God loves to tell stories. And, quite simply, we are the story God tells.”

In the telling, we ourselves are told. The timeless, universal stories of Jesus speak to us at different stages of life
and provide multiple levels of meaning to the openhearted. @
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It may happen that we get discouraged, because
we see the weakness of good as compared to the
apparent power of evil.... The Gospel asks us to take
a fresh look at ourselves and at reality...to discover
the presence of God who as humble love is always at

worR in the soil of our life....
ANGELUS, ROME, JUNE 13, 2021
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