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God, Death, and Us 
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS 

T 
he hospital called, saying a young man had been in an accident and wanted to see a priest. As it 

turned out, I found him in a coma, and it was his parents who sparked the phone call. His girlfriend

was there, and so the two of us talked about the accident and what happened, then about Michael 

and his interests and gentleness, and eventually his faith and goodness. She didn't understand, she told me, why 

God would do this to someone so good and how God certainly must have wanted this to happen. 

I wanted to tell her I didn't believe God did this sort of thing, orchestrating traffic accidents. I hesitated, but 

then said so, only I tried to say it gently and kindly so it might be less like a lecture 

in Spirituality 101. I mumbled something about not believing in that sort of God, 

that I didn't believe God handed out death or suffering to folks. With her head 

hanging down, she just said, no-she thought God did. 

Well, it seemed to me that that was not the time for any theological debate 

Reflect 

Where do you .find God 

when bad things happen? 

on questions about God, so I simply said no more about it. Then she and I prayed for Michael, or rather I prayed 

aloud, and she just sat there holding my hand and maybe praying silently or maybe not praying at all-I really 

wasn't sure. After I left I found myself wondering if she thought as much about my response as I thought about 

her answer.• 
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