our Par iSh July 14, 2024

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)

c o M M u N ' t v Amos 7:12-15 / Ephesians 1:3-14 or 1:3-10 / Mark 6:7-13

About Being
Sent

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

cousin died recently. After the

burial, | walked among the

gravesites remembering many of
those | had once known who were now
buried nearby. | came across a tombstone
engraved with the epitaph: “In all of life
God brings us to where we should be.” |
noted the statement was not about where
we want to be or where we think we need
to be, but about where we should be. |
agree. Even though we may find ourselves
grumbling about how it is that we ended
up where we are in life, the gospel
suggests that God has sent us to that place.

We may think to ourselves: this is not the

life | chose; this is not the marriage | thought
it would be; this is not what | thought raising
a family would look like; this is not what
retirement is supposed to be. We may think
that little of life is what we chose it to be.
Yet somehow, God brings us to where we
are, as if we've been sent as the Twelve
were sent to overcome evil and bring
about healing, even though no one ever
asked if it was what we wanted. Wherever
we are, it is there that we have been
chosen to become holy. The Letter to the
Ephesians tells us that God chose us, even
before the world began to unfold, chose us
to be holy, to be the presence of God in all
that comes our way. ® a% [The Twelve] drove out many demons,
and they anointed with oil many who
were sick and cured them.

Reflect
How is God calling you to be holy
where you are today?

MARK 6:13
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