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COMMUNITY 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 / Ephesians 2:13-18 / Mark 6:30-34 

[Jesus said to the disciples,) 

-come away by yourselves•

deserted place and

Dancing in the Dark 
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS 

I
n 1931, Arthur Schwartz and Howard Dietz 

collaborated to write the song "Dancing in 

the Dark." It's said that the lyrics are primarily about 

how we feel our way through life, not sure where life 

is leading us and wondering why we're here. There are 

many who feel they are "dancing in the dark." 

The Scriptures this week promise that God will 

shepherd us through difficult times, particularly when 

we feel lost amid uncertain choices we must make. 

Consequently, we are tempted to look for signs about 

what to do-paying attention to billboards, hoping 

a tune on the radio will give an answer, opening the 

Bible at random and pointing to a verse, multiplying 

prayers in hope of a sudden revelation. 

The reality is that God does speak to us, but usually 

in the silence, in the quiet moments of a busy day. 

At times, it may be when we begin to second-guess 

ourselves and realize we are becoming the sort of 

person we do not want to become. God's voice may 

be camouflaged in our emotions, helping us recognize 

how our fears may be calling us to trust in him, or 

in our anxieties that move us to face the futility of a 

relationship. He might be calling us through friends 

who offer advice contrary to what we think, yet 

persistently insisting we face what we do not wish to 

see. It is in the silence that we begin to move from 

dancing in the dark to marching in sync with a divine 

rhythm.• 

--Reflect-------.. 

Have you ever emerged from a dark time feeling 

more in touch with God and God's will/or you? 
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