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Truth-Sayers

FR.JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

he prophets were the truth-sayers of their day.

They were willing to say difficult things—at

times to kings, sometimes to religious leaders,
and still at other times to the entire community when
the community was unfaithful to the Lord God. In our
own time, we continue to need those who speak the
truth to us. While it is not always pleasant, it is a grace
to have people in our lives who smooth out our rough
edges. Spouses can be that for one another. Parents
are that for their children, as they teach, correct, and
discipline in ways that nurture the young ones into
adulthood. Presidents need someone willing to say
difficult things to them, as do pastors of parishes and
anyone in a position of responsibility.

Sometimes social movements rise up and call our

attention to injustices that need to be addressed.

Those voices can be prophet-like in our own time.

The Church is such a voice when it advocates for the
protection of the unborn, the immigrant, and those
oppressed. The civil rights movement is such a voice
in the face of violence and injustice to people of color.
There are voices who call the Catholic Church to be
accountable for abuse. Scientists call on us to pay
attention to the environment. Whenever and wherever
truth-sayers call human beings to become their better
selves, there lies the Spirit of God raising a prophetic
voice. ®

Reflect
Who has been a truth-sayer for you?
How have they impacted your life?

; o —
Whether they hear or resist—they are

a rebellious house—they shall know

that a prophet has been among them.
EZEKIEL 2:5
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