Dear Padre,

Do non-Catholics go to heaven?

Yes, they do, because of the grace of God at work in his
people. To suggest otherwise would seem to imply that
Catholics somehow have a “golden ticket,” or some kind of
right that simply does not exist.

The Incarnation of Jesus healed the division between
heaven and earth, a division established by the “sin of
Adam” and confirmed by our own lives of sin. Through his
passion, death, and resurrection, all has been restored to
the manner that the Father first envisioned through his
Creation. The division was between humanity and divinity,
not between religious practices and divinity. Catholics

believe and celebrate that God accepts all people of a good heart and a good spirit. God is not blinded by the

labels that sometimes blind his people to the bigger reality.

When Catholics, or people of any religion, proclaim exclusivity and specialness, particularly when it concerns

eternal life, all people should be very cautious about what they assume. To assume a certain type of arrogance—

to yourself and to your belief and life of faith—that excludes others or separates another as “not one of us”

simply has no place in the kingdom of God. ®
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

With the light and the strength of the Holy Spirit, let us
build a Church founded on God’s love, a sign of unity,

a missionary Church that opens its arms to the world,
proclaims the word, allows itself to be made “restless” by
history, and becomes a leaven of harmony for humanity.
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Will You Notice
the Shoot?

ANN M. GARRIDO

T oday’s first reading from the prophet Isaiah
offers a familiar Advent image: the shoot sprouting
from the stump of Jesse. The verses immediately
preceding speak of God walking through the forest
with an ax: “The tall of stature shall be felled, and

the lofty ones shall be brought low” (Isaiah 10:33).

But now, amidst all the destruction, a tiny sign of new
life emerges, and the Spirit of God descends upon it,
bearing many gifts—wisdom, understanding, counsel,
strength, knowledge, awe, delight.

So often, when we scroll through the news, our
attention is captured by violence and war and the
“mighty” who make great noise when they fall. “Even
now the ax lies at the root of the trees,” echoes
John the Baptist in today’s gospel. If we are looking
for where God’s Spirit can be found,
however, Isaiah reminds us we will need
to look elsewhere. We will need to
attend to the quiet, fragile resurrections
taking place below the surface when
it appears as if all has been lost. If we
seek wisdom, understanding, counsel,
strength, knowledge, awe, and delight, we will need to
look where the little ones of the earth are found. We
must have our eyes open for the shoots.

The gospels emphasize that Jesus was one such little
one. Although the glory days of his people seemed to
have come to a crashing close, they have not. In him,
we glimpse the truth that life is stronger than death.
We see that the future has not been erased, no matter
how terrible the past. In him, we find our hope. ®
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Reflect
Are my eyes open to the small signs of God’s work
in the world, or am I too distracted to notice?
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Second Sunday of Advent (A)
Isaiah 11:1-10 / Romans 15:4-9 / Matthew 3:1-12

A shoot shall sprout from
the stump of Jesse, and

from his roots a bud shall
blossom.

ISAIAH 11:1
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