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Dear Padre,
What does it mean when it says we’re in 
Cycle A or B or C? Or Years I and II?
When the bishops of the Church at the Second Vatican 
Council in 1963 called for a revision of our liturgy, they 
asked that “The treasures of the Bible…be opened up 
more lavishly, so that richer fare may be provided for 
the faithful at the table of God’s word. In this way, a 
more representative portion of the holy Scriptures will 
be read to the people in the course of a prescribed number of years” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 51).

At Sunday Masses, the Scriptures are  divided up over three years (called Years A, B, and C). At these Masses, 
the gospel is the primary reading. The fi rst reading, taken from the Old Testament, and the responsorial psalm 
touch upon the same theme as the gospel. In the Easter season, the fi rst reading is taken from the Acts of 
the Apostles. The second reading follows consecutive passages from the letters of Paul or the other apostles, 
independent of the other readings.

At weekday Masses, most of the Bible is read over a period of two years. Odd-numbered years are Year I, and 
even-numbered years are Year II.

All of this should help us open those treasures that the Church says are ours in the Scriptures. ●

Fr. Gary Lauenstein, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Monday
October 19
Sts. John de 
Brébeuf and 
Isaac Jogues, 
Priests, and 
Companions, 
Martyrs
Eph 2:1–10
Lk 12:13–21

Tuesday
October 20
Weekday
Eph 2:12–22
Lk 12:35–38 

Wednesday
October 21
Weekday
Eph 3:2–12
Lk 12:39–48

Thursday
October 22
Weekday
Eph 3:14–21
Lk 12:49–53

Friday
October 23
Weekday
Eph 4:1–6
Lk 12:54–59

Saturday
October 24
Weekday
Eph 4:7–16
Lk 13:1–9

Sunday
October 25
Thirtieth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
Ex 22:20–26
1 Thes 1:5c–10
Mt 22:34–40

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Today let us ask Mary, Mother of the Church, to be able to serve, with 
Jesus and like Jesus, those men and women thirsting for truth and 
justice. This is not the time for opposition between one church and 
another, between “us” and “them”—those who worship God seek to 
be men and women of peace, who worship him in Spirit and in truth.

ANGELUS, ROME, MARCH 8, 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © Dicastero per la 
Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.
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Sidestepping Side-taking
ANN M. GARRIDO

J esus had to know something was up when both the Pharisees and the Herodians approached him together.
Pharisees and Herodians were never together. Herodians survived by cooperating with the Roman Empire. 

The Pharisees found such cooperation an affront to God’s law.
“Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?”  they asked. It was a trap. If he answered “no,” the 

Herodians could report him to the Romans for fomenting rebellion. If he answered “yes,” the crowd watching 
would see Jesus as a sellout to an unpopular foreign power. But Jesus did not take the bait. He 
refused to give a “yes” or a “no,” instead allowing onlookers to see that his Pharisee and Herodian 
challengers were carrying the Roman coin in their pockets—hence participating in the Roman 
economy—whereas he did not even possess the coin they were asking about. He was living and 
working for a different ruler altogether. Their question was outside his realm of concern.

So often we, too, can fi nd ourselves trapped in heated political conversations where questions 
are asked in such a way that they seem to allow only a yes-or-no answer. The askers want to 
reveal, “Are you with us or are you against us?” as if there are no other options. As followers of Jesus, we know 
that there are issues of ultimate concern for us—“battle hills worth dying on.” Jesus himself had one: Calvary. But 
Jesus himself did not feel as if he needed to take a stand on every hot political issue of his day. Sometimes he 
sidestepped those conversations. So can  we.●

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

October 18, 2026

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 45:1, 4–6 / 1 Thessalonians 1:1–5b / Matthew 22:15–21

Refl ect
When confronted, do I prefer to “take the bait” or fi nd common ground?

[Jesus said,] “Repay to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar and 
to God what belongs to God.”

MATTHEW 22:21



 St. Theresa Parish 

           
 Parish Directory 

 Clergy 

Reverend Edwin D. Conselva, MS, 
        Pastor        808-337-1784
Deacon Ron Jones 
Deacon Jim Bostick, retired 

907-978-4018 
808-337-1124 

Parish Office 
 

  Mass Intentions / Hospital or Homebound 
Communion / Weddings / Marriage 
Convalidations / Baptisms / Funerals   

  Dee Young, Parish Secretary        808-337-1548 
M-F, 8am-noon            sttheresac@yahoo.com   

  PPC      Raynette Newall 
  Worship / HI Catholic Herald parish articles 

  Chantal Duarte              808-634-0403

Bulletin / Website  Betsy Jones     907-347-6618  

Evangelization Commission 
Director of Religious Education 

        Sr. Gloria Camitan, O.P.   808-337-1548

OCIA   Deacon Ron Jones        907-978-4018

   Youth Coordinators  
   Jeianna & Chris Iguchi  808-651-8786

Social Services Commission 
Respect Life  call parish office    808-337-1548
Agency on Elderly Affairs        808-241-4470

St. Theresa School 
Wendy Souza, Principal 

808-337-1351     sttheresakauai.com 

Office hours M-F, 7:30am-3pm
HCH school articles 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Oct 18, 2026 

Render therefore to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s 
and to God the things that 

are God’s. Mt 22:21 

Everything we are and 
everything we have 

belongs to God.  
We aren’t “owners” of 

anything, we are merely 
“stewards” of the gifts 

God has given each of us. 

All God is asking is that we 
give back a portion of 

what He gave us.  
This is the essence of 

Stewardship.  

God should be our  
priority in everything.  
All else comes second, 
especially our money. 

~Archdiocese of St. Louis 

 
St. Theresa Church 

8343 Kaumualii Hwy 
Kekaha HI 96752 

Sat 5pm Vigil Mass 
Sun 7:45am Rosary 

     8:30am Mass 
Mon-Thu 6:30am Mass 
Fri 8:10am School Mass 

 Weekday Masses subject to change. 

Wed 6pm Rosary to Our Lady 
of Fatima & Novena to 
OLPH 

First Friday Holy Hour 6-7pm 
with Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament & 
Benediction 

Confessions 4:30pm Saturday 
(or call the parish office 
for an appointment) 


Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 

Mary Church 
9496 Kaumualii Hwy 

Waimea HI 96796 
Sun 7am Mass 

First Saturday Devotion to 
the BVM 8-9am 
kekahacatholic.com  

Established January 21, 1941 
 

P.O. Box 159, Kekaha, HI 96752 
 

Sacred Hearts of Jesus &  
Mary at Waimea 

St. Theresa School at Kekaha 

1899  

Vision / Mission Statement 

To make St. Theresa Parish  
a dynamic Christian community 

of worship & service 

1940 / 1978 

1946 / 1993 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Sat, Oct 24      Holy Cross Bazaar, Kalaheo, 7am – noon;  

   Spooky Pop-up Market, 4 - 9pm at SHJMC, Waimea  
Sun, Oct 25        Kaua’i Portuguese Society Annual Members Meeting,  

11am – 2pm, Convention Hall, Lihue 

Our parish will offer a daily Rosary during October 
 either at St. Theresa Church or at a parishioner’s home. 

Weekend Rosaries will be prayed before Mass; all others begin at 6pm. 
Please refer to the weekly schedule for home addresses.  

A Memorial Prayer Service will replace
the All Souls Luminary Service this year. 

The service will be held at 10am on Sun, Nov 1  
at St. Theresa Church, following the 8:30am Mass. 

This is not a fundraiser. The names of the faithful 
departed will be read during this service. The last day 

to include any names will be Sun, Oct 25.  
Please see Jeianna or Chantal with questions.

STEWARDSHIP  OF  TREASURE 

Sunday Offerings 
 Kekaha     $     2,054 
 Waimea       991 

Other Donations 
 Candles    $     20    
 Cross We Share               260  
 Maintenance Fund          50  
 Mass Intentions               125  

Mahalo for being as generous as your 
means allow.  God bless you!   

 

Second Collection: World Mission Sunday  
“One in Christ, united in mission.” 
Mahalo for your generosity today. 

Next week’s Second Collection:  
Parish Maintenance Fund 

* Please be patient as Fr. Edwin may be delayed. *

Respect 
Life 

mailto:sttheresac@yahoo.com
http://www.kekahacatholic.com/
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