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Dear Padre,
I occasionally need to be reminded why 
I should remain Catholic. Can you  help?
Whether our faith was inherited at birth or adopted later, 
 it’s healthy to periodically reexamine our beliefs and 
practices with the intent to grow closer to God.  Saint Paul 
uses the metaphor of moving beyond milk to solid food 
to explain our maturing faith. (See Hebrews 5:12–14). 
Questions or doubts are not necessarily signs of crisis or disloyalty to God or the Church. Indeed,  it’s often when 
we challenge pat answers that God moves us to a deeper meaning and stronger relationship—that is, if we’re 
steadfast on the path to holiness. People remain Catholic for numerous reasons, including:

• the Church’s belief in God’s goodness to us through the sacraments;
• a 2,000-year tradition of living the gospel in a universal, multicultural community of faith;
• a proven  track record as an agent for personal and spiritual growth and social transformation.

When Church members’ behavior is contrary to Christ’s mission, and our confi dence to remain is tested,  it’s
good to recall that the Church is divinely fortifi ed and humanly composed. People remain Catholic because 
the Church exists to bring us into full communion with God, through Christ, by working toward the fullness of 
the kingdom. “The Church ‘is the visible plan of God’s love for humanity,’ because God desires ‘that the whole 
human race may become one people of god, form one body of Christ, and be built into one temple of the Holy 
Spirit’” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 776). ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Monday
October 26
Weekday
Eph 4:32—5:8
Lk 13:10–17

Tuesday
October 27
Weekday
Eph 5:21–33
Lk 13:18–21

Wednesday
October 28
Sts. Simon and Jude, 
Apostles
Eph 2:19–22
Lk 6:12–16

Thursday
October 29
Weekday
Eph 6:10–20
Lk 13:31–35

Friday
October 30
Weekday
Phil 1:1–11
Lk 14:1–6

Saturday
October 31
Weekday
Phil 1:18b–26
Lk 14:1, 7–11

Sunday
November 1
All Saints
Rv 7:2–4, 9–14
1 Jn 3:1–3
Mt 5:1–12a

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Health cannot be a 
luxury for the few.… 
Universal health 
coverage is not merely 
a technical goal to be 
achieved; it is primarily 
a moral imperative 
for societies that wish 
to call themselves 
just. Healthcare must 

be accessible to the most vulnerable, then, not only 
because their dignity requires it but also to prevent 
injustice from becoming a cause of confl ict.

ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS, 

ROME, MARCH 19, 2026
The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © 
Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.
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Love Is a Verb
FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

“L ove makes the world go ’round.” Or another saying: “Love is all you need.” Love, so necessary, so welcome,
and seemingly so elusive. How can something be so needed, so valued, and so treasured and at the same 

time be so rare and even, at times, so diffi cult? Philosophers, poets, and scribes all provide different insights, 
each capturing something of the truth yet remaining somehow incomplete.

Jesus changes the context: love understood not as a feeling or as an emotion, but as a commandment. In 
God’s kingdom, love is not something you pursue or something you hope to fi nd. Living in God’s kingdom, love is 
something you do. It is core; it is essential. It is how you live. It is how you form your judgments and perceptions. 
It is what energizes your choices and your decisions.

We come closer and closer each day to loving God fully when we understand the need to 
embrace the “unspoken” commandment: “[Jesus said,] ‘For whoever wishes to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will fi nd it’” (Matthew 16:25). ●

Refl ect
Do I think of love as a feeling or as an action—as a noun or a verb?

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

October 25, 2026

Th irtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Exodus 22:20–26 / 1 Thessalonians 1:5c–10 / Matthew 22:34–40

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.… 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

MATTHEW 22:37, 39 



 St. Theresa Parish 

 Parish Directory 
 Clergy 

Reverend Edwin D. Conselva, MS, 
        Pastor        808-337-1784
Deacon Ron Jones 
Deacon Jim Bostick, retired 

907-978-4018 
808-337-1124 

Parish Office 
 

  Mass Intentions / Hospital or Homebound 
Communion / Weddings / Marriage 
Convalidations / Baptisms / Funerals   

  Dee Young, Parish Secretary        808-337-1548 
M-F, 8am-noon            sttheresac@yahoo.com   

  PPC      Raynette Newall 
  Worship / HI Catholic Herald parish articles 

  Chantal Duarte              808-634-0403

Bulletin / Website  Betsy Jones     907-347-6618  

Evangelization Commission 
Director of Religious Education 

        Sr. Gloria Camitan, O.P.   808-337-1548

OCIA   Deacon Ron Jones        907-978-4018

   Youth Coordinators  
   Jeianna & Chris Iguchi  808-651-8786

Social Services Commission 
Respect Life  call parish office    808-337-1548
Agency on Elderly Affairs        808-241-4470

St. Theresa School 
Wendy Souza, Principal 

808-337-1351     sttheresakauai.com 

Office hours M-F, 7:30am-3pm
HCH school articles 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Oct 25, 2026 

You shall love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, 

with all your soul, and with 
all your mind. Mt 22:37  

Do you put other “gods” 
before God?  

Is your love of money, 
power, status, comfort,  

or some personal 
possession greater than 

your love for God?  

Do you recognize that 
everything you have  

and everything you are 
is a gift from God?  

Putting God first in 
everything helps keep us 
from becoming a slave  

to our possessions  
and to our pride. 

~Archdiocese of St. Louis 

 
St. Theresa Church 

8343 Kaumualii Hwy 
Kekaha HI 96752 

Sat 5pm Vigil Mass 
Sun 7:45am Rosary 

     8:30am Mass 
Mon-Thu 6:30am Mass 
Fri 8:10am School Mass 

 Weekday Masses subject to change. 

Wed 6pm Rosary to Our Lady 
of Fatima & Novena to 
OLPH 

First Friday Holy Hour 6-7pm 
with Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament & 
Benediction 

Confessions 4:30pm Saturday 
(or call the parish office 
for an appointment) 


Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 

Mary Church 
9496 Kaumualii Hwy 

Waimea HI 96796 
Sun 7am Mass 

First Saturday Devotion to 
the BVM 8-9am 
kekahacatholic.com  

Established January 21, 1941 
 

P.O. Box 159, Kekaha, HI 96752 
 

Sacred Hearts of Jesus &  
Mary at Waimea 

St. Theresa School at Kekaha 

1899  

Vision / Mission Statement 

To make St. Theresa Parish  
a dynamic Christian community 

of worship & service 

1940 / 1978 

1946 / 1993 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Thu Oct 29   Choir practice 4:30-6 at STC; 
 RE at STS and OCIA at STC, 6pm  

Fri Oct 30    STS Halloween Fun Day 
Fri Nov 6   First Friday Holy Hour 6pm at STC 
Sat Nov 7    First Saturday Devotion 8-9am at 

SHJMC 

Our parish will offer a daily Rosary during October 
 either at St. Theresa Church or at a parishioner’s home. 

 

A Memorial Prayer Service will replace  
the All Souls Luminary Service this year. 

The service will be held at 10am on Sun, Nov 1  
at St. Theresa Church, following the 8:30am Mass. 

This is not a fundraiser. The names of the faithful 
departed will be read during this service. The last day 

to include any names will be Sun, Oct 25.  
Please see Jeianna or Chantal with questions.

STEWARDSHIP  OF  TREASURE 

Sunday Offerings 
 Kekaha     $     1,431 
 Waimea       830 

Other Donations 
 Candles    $     50.00  
 Cross We Share               335.00 
 Funerals                 300.00  

  Mass Intentions                 35.00 
 Religious Education                 30.00 
 World Mission Sunday      1,804.35  

 

Second Collection today: 
Maintenance Fund 

mailto:sttheresac@yahoo.com
http://www.kekahacatholic.com/
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