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Dear Padre,

My friend is deeply involved in her faith,

but | struggle with our friendship because

I don’t like how she treats her pets. | don’t
understand how someone who values religion
so highly can show so little care for animals.
What should | do?

Franciscan Friar Kevin Mackin writes, “The bond between person and pet is like no other relationship, because
the communication between fellow creatures is at its most basic. Eye to eye are two creatures of love” (“Why
We Bless Animals,” Catholic Update). Because of this strong bond between humans and sentient creatures, it’s
especially difficult to witness their mistreatment, either through neglect (such as failing to provide sufficient
food, water, shelter, or veterinary care) or direct physical abuse (a violation of anti-cruelty laws and a criminal
offense in all fifty states). Studies show that owning pets offers us companionship and emotional support; in
turn, these qualities can foster in us greater empathy and compassion toward others. Yet, while pets may greatly
benefit our health and well-being, owning them comes with a serious obligation and moral responsibility.
Vulnerable pets depend on humans for adequate care and protection. At times, some pet owners can be
overwhelmed by their responsibility to provide proper care; others may even be unaware that they are treating
their pets inappropriately. Out of concern for both your friend and her pets, consider a non-critical, non-
confrontational approach to discuss your observations and to offer assistance. ®
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Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
and to learn more about Dear Padre.

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

Today we lift up our prayer for peace in the world,
asking that nations renounce weapons and choose

the path of dialogue and diplomacy. Disarm our Monday Thursday Sunday
hearts of hatred, resentment, and indifference, so October 5 October 8 October 11
we may become instruments of reconciliation. Help Weekday Weekday Twenty-eighth
us understand that true security does not come from Gal 1:6-12 Gal 3:1-5 Sunday in Ordinary
control fueled by fear, but from trust, justice, and Lk 10:25-37 Lk 11:5-13 Time
solidarity among peoples. Tuesday Friday Is 25:6-10a
October 6 October 9 Phil 4:12-14,19-20
“PRAY WITH THE POPE” VIDEO MESSAGE, MARCH 2026 ctober ctober Mt 22:1-14
Weekday Weekday ) or
The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © 22:1-10
Dicastero per la Comunicazione-Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved. Gal 1:13-24 Gal 3:7-14
Lk 10:38-42 Lk 11:15-26
Wednesday Saturday
October 7 October 10
Our Lady of the Weekday
Rosary Gal 3:22-29
Gal 2:1-2,7-14 Lk 11:27-28
Lk 11:1-4
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Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u N ' T v Isaiah 5:1-7 / Philippians 4:6-9 / Matthew 21:33-43
The Gradual Road to Ruin

FR.THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

wise old sage once observed, “When it starts out stupid, it just gets more stupid.” The parable in today’s
gospel illustrates this wisdom.

The son has been sent. The jig is up. The owner is not going to give up the vineyard. The tenants gambled and
lost. It’s time for them to accept the inevitable and pay the rent. But common sense and wisdom do not prevail.
Kill the son, they think, and all that he would have inherited will be ours!

How do you get from “don’t pay the rent” to “kill the son”? It is not a straight or smooth path. There are a lot
of twists and turns between point A and point B. But it happens. It sneaks in. It demands little compromises
and small dishonesties along the way as it becomes easier and easier for you to choose what is

destructive. Then, you find you have lost it all—your very self. And the corruption you've embraced
convinces you that you're making wise choices. You must be completely cleansed of the seduction
that has enabled you to make these choices. You need to start again. @

Reflect LEARN ABOUT

THE AUTHORS
Am I aware of a sin that has become easy to commit? OF OUR PARISH

COMMUNITY

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,

make your requests known to God.
PHILIPPIANS 4:6
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RIGHTEOUSNESS & JUSTICE:
THE EARTH IS FULLOF THE ./
GOODNESS OF THE LORD. o
Parish Directory
Clergy HI T
Reverend Edwin D. Conselva, MS,

808-337-1784
907-978-4018
808-337-1124

Pastor
Deacon Ron Jones
Deacon Jim Bostick, retired

Parish Office

Mass Intentions / Hospital or Homebound
Communion / Weddings / Marriage
Convalidations / Baptisms / Funerals
Dee Young, Parish Secretary 808-337-1548
M-F, 8am-noon sttheresac@yahoo.com

PPC  Raynette Newall
Worship / HI Catholic Herald parish articles

Chantal Duarte 808-634-0403
Bulletin / Website Betsy Jones 907-347-6618

Evangelization Commission
Director of Religious Education

808-337-1548
907-978-4018

Sr. Gloria Camitan, O.P.
OCIA Deacon Ron Jones

Youth Coordinators

Jeianna & Chris Iguchi 808-651-8786

Social Services Commission
Respect Life call parish office ~ 808-337-1548

808-241-4470

Agency on Elderly Affairs

St. Theresa School
Wendy Souza, Principal
808-337-1351 sttheresakauai.com
Office hours M-F, 7:30am-3pm
HCH school articles

St. Theresa Parish

Established January 21, 1941
P.O. Box 159, Kekaha, HI 96752

Vision / Mission Statement
To make St. Theresa Parish
a dynamic Christian community
of worship & service

27" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Oct 4, 2026

The stone that the builders
rejected has become the
corner stone... Mt 21:42

Jesus was rejected by the
religious and political
leaders of his day, as well
as ordinary citizens, but he
was still obedient to God,
the Father.

Similarly, living a
stewardship lifestyle may
cause you to be “rejected”
by others, but we, too, are

called to be obedient.

Saying grace before a meal
in a restaurant may
attract some strange
looks from some.
But to others it is a sign
that God is alive and well!

~Archdiocese of St. Louis

1946 /1993
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St. Theresa School at Kekaha
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FSALI? 145:18

ON HIM

.I.

St. Theresa Church
8343 Kaumualii Hwy
Kekaha HI 96752

Sat 5pm Vigil Mass
Sun 7:45am Rosary
8:30am Mass
Mon-Thu 6:30am Mass

Fri 8:10am School Mass
Weekday Masses subject to change.

Wed 6pm Rosary to Our Lady
of Fatima & Novena to
OLPH

First Friday Holy Hour 6-7pm
with Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament &
Benediction

Confessions 4:30pm Saturday

(or call the parish office
for an appointment)

.I.

Sacred Hearts of Jesus and

Mary Church
9496 Kaumualii Hwy
Waimea HI 96796

Sun 7am Mass
First Saturday Devotion to
the BVM 8-9am
lkekahacatholic.com

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Sunday Offerings
Kekaha S
Waimea

2,040
998

Other Donations

Candles S 45.00
Cross We Share 180.00
Funerals 300.00
G.E.T. Refund 4.29
La Salette Seminarian Fund 1,898.00
Maintenance Fund 138.00
Mass Intentions 120.00
Sacred Hearts Choir 100.00

Mahalo for being as generous as your
means allow. God bless you!

The new altar to be installed in the renovated
Cathedral Basilica of Our Lady of Peace has eight
arches, representing the eight Hawaiian Islands,
and each panel has the flower of one island
embedded in mosaics in a Hawaiian quilt pattern.
Before the altar is assembled, each panel is sent to
its respective island, so that the people there can
pray over it and feel a connection to the Mother
Church of the Diocese.

During October, the altar panel for Kauai will be
at St. Theresa Church and the altar panel for
Ni'ihau will be at Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary
Church. You are more than welcome to come up and
carefully touch the panel and pray over it. There will be

a few pamphlets available that you may take with you.
Mahalo!

Pope Leo’s October Prayer Intention

~ For mental health ministry ~
Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established throughout the Church,
helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of people with mental illnesses.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Oct5—-9  St. Theresa School Fall Break ReSPeCt Life

Thursdays Choir practice, 4:30-6pm at STC Month

ThuOct8 OCIA with Deacon Ron, 6pm at STC October 2026

Sat Oct 10  Youth Ministry, 6pm at Parish Hall :

Sun Oct 11 Rosary Walk for Peace, 5pm on STS grounds, followed by potluck on school lanai
Our parish will offer a daily Rosary during October
either at St. Theresa Church or at a parishioner’'s home.

Weekend Rosaries will be prayed before Mass; all others begin at 6pm.
Octeper s Please refer to the weekly schedule for home addresses.
ww{wﬂfte’! MOMN 10/5 6:00pm S5t Theresa Church
Jv'& t[w TUE 10/6 6:00pm Edita Dullaga, 4950 Alii Rd, Hanapepe
HVU?’ WED 10/7 6:00pm 5t Theresa Church (Novena to OLPH)
' THU 10/8 &:00pm MencyVea, 46843 Kulea PL, Eleele
KW?’ FRI 10/ 6:00pm 5t Theresa Church
SAT 10/10 4:15pm 5t Theresa Church (Mass at 5pm)
SUN 10411 7:45%am St Theresa Church (Mass at8:30am)
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